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Policy KS2

Settlement Hierarchy

The location, scale and distribution of development should conform with the settlement hierarchy,
which will also help to inform service providers about the provision of infrastructure, services

and facilities.

Settlement

Type

Main The settlements which will provide the major focus for community,

Settlements | cultural, leisure, retail, utility, employment and residential development.
This will include infill development as well as options for some greenfield
development.
Christchurch, Wimborne Minster, Ferndown and West Parley, Verwood,
Corfe Mullen

District Settlements which will provide for smaller scale community, cultural,

Centres leisure, retail, employment and residential development within the
existing urban areas.
West Moors, Highcliffe

Suburban Settlements with no existing centres that will provide for some residential

Centres development along with community, leisure and retail facilities to meet
day to day needs within the existing urban areas.
Colehill, St Leonards and St Ives

Rural Main providers for the rural areas where residential development will

Service be allowed of a scale that reinforces their role as providers of community,

Centres leisure and retail facilities to support the village and adjacent
communities.
Alderholt, Cranborne, Sixpenny Handley, Sturminster Marshall, Three
Legged Cross

Settlement | Function

Type

Villages Settlements where only very limited development will be allowed that
supports the role of the settlement as a provider of services to its home
community.
Burton, Hurn, Edmondsham, Furzehill, Gaunts Common, Gussage All
Saints, Gussage St Michael, Hinton Martell, Holt, Horton, Longham,
Shapwick, Wimborne St Giles, Witchampton, Woodlands/Whitmore

Hamlets Settlements where development would not be allowed unless it was
functionally required to be in the rural area.
All other settlements




